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Final Project

General Description

The final project for Architecture 305a consists of complete architectural 
and structural designs of a two story residence or studio, which is left up 
to the students’ discretion. Architecturally, designs are limited to rectan-
gular shapes or a triangular shape, all with different orientations to the 
Malibu coastline. Structurally, the house or studio is designed using wood 
construction with plywood shear panels in combination with steel canti-
lever columns for lateral support. In the final design package, there must 
be full structural engineering calculations, architectural plans, structural 
plans, renders, and structural details.

My group decided to do a rectangular shape, with the longest side of the 
house facing the Malibu oceanfront to take advantage of the stunning 
views. We also chose our client to be a chef, which caused our design to 
provide a modern and relaxing getaway with plenty of open space, gar-
den areas, and a large kitchen to work on his or her craft. 

Parameters

Location:    Malibu, CA (oceanfront property)

Lot Size:   60ft x 150ft

Living Area:   Approximately 1,500 sq. ft.

Number of Rooms:   (2) Bedrooms, (2-3) Bathrooms, (1) Living/Studio 
with two story high ceiling, Kitchen, etc.

Type of Roof and Floor Diaphragms:   Flexible Diaphragms

Lateral Load Resisting Elements:   Plywood Shear Panels and Steel   
Cantilever Columns



Location

Address:     11768 Ellice St.
                      Malibu, CA 90265

Longitude:   -118.96

Latitude:   34.05
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